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JEWISH WEEK-DAY SCHOOLS 531

periods, making possible four hundred lessons during the year.
During the seven years we will have approximately about 2800
lessons. What we are aiming to do is to so co-ordinate and corre-
late the material that all the 2800 lessons will form a unit. If we will
organize this knowledge in this way, I believe it will be possible to
make the children conscious of the great value of the principles
underlying our religion, and, instead of being discouraged by the fact
that the life outside of the school is very often at variance with these
principles, they will steel themselves with the determination that
one of the first uses they ought to make of the knowledge of these
principles is to help change the home and the street so that we may
all live a righteous life.

JEWISH WEEK-DAY INSTRUCTION*
I. B. BERKSON

Bureau of Education, Jewish Community, New York, N. Y.

Among the middle class or richer Jews there is much indiffer-
ence to education. But among the poorer Jewish population,
especially of the immigrant class, there is a passion for religious
instruction, and many parents who are actually starving would
spend their last money to give it to their children. As a matter of
fact, not more than one-fourth of the children receive religious
instruction.

The public school instruction of children must be given under
such favorable circumstances that five hours a week will be possible
for religious instruction. A continuous six-hour public school
day, including the lunch hour, will prove more favorable than a
longer schedule, even though the children be permitted to leave
the public schools for religious instruction during the session.

The question of grading in the Jewish schools is going to be a
difficult one. It is almost impossible for us to take the children
as they come in groups of various sizes from the public schools
and grade them in the Jewish schools, and then to group them
together again and send them back to the state schools in any
satisfactory manner.

One of the difficulties we meet is that it is very difficult to get
some children to go to religious schools while they know that
other children are enjoying themselves on the playground.

*Revised stenographic report of the remarks of Mr. I. B. Berkson during and after the
reading of paper for Dr. Magnes, at the Thirteenth General Convention of The Religious
Education Association.
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532 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

We cannot hope, with the complex body of knowledge that we
have to teach, that a teacher who has taught all day in the public
schools can come to a tired body of children in the religious school
and try to inspire them. Therefore we must have a body of trained
Jewish men and women who are paid to do this teaching.

One man who is very closely connected with the school system
of Chicago said to me the other day, "If I were given to-day a
large sum of money to build up a system of Jewish education, I
believe I could do that within the next five or ten years; but I
should refuse, because while I would succeed in building up a sys-
tem of Jewish education, I would also succeed in ruining the
children." It is impossible for any body of people to impose their
views upon the community without at the same time being checked
by the people they are teaching. If we are to have religious edu-
cation, there must be some demand from within the group in order
to secure a real spiritual product. The people themselves must
demand it, and the people must check you at every point and say,
"We don't want this or that." If we pay for it, and make it very
pleasant, and have stereopticon views, victrolas, music, and things
like that, they will come. It is a matter of method, and a matter
of interest. I t is necessary to have a system of education properly
supported. Then, if the parents pay for the system, they will
evaluate it. The most spiritual thing that is happening to the poor
Jews on the East Side is the sacrifice they are making for religious
education. And we do not want to take away from them the
opportunity for that sacrifice. Of course, where the people are
absolutely too poor, there may be a fund to pay, say twenty per cent
of the cost, but there must still be the opportunity for sacrifice.

T o have a system of education that is philanthropic does not
square with our notions from the American point of view. We
must, if we think of democracy, think not only of privileges and
rights, but of duties. We must give the people an opportunity
of doing their duty in supporting the system of religious educatipn.
And we feel that the whole system of religious education for us
is based on the problem of self-support.

Jewish educators are trained first of all in the public schools.
They get their higher education in the Teachers' College in New
York, their instruction in the Jewish Theological Seminary of
America, and their practical instruction in the Bureau.
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